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MICHAEL ASHENDORF BAR MITZVA
1) Good education, no mumbo jumbo I'm sure will continue
2) Story of Jacob & Esau Reconciliation
Before Reconciliation Jacob alome on the other side of River Wrestles with an unknown
assailant. Assailant wants to go Jacob won't let him until blesses him. What sense
does this make? He didn't seek fight. What's this about blessing? Assailant says

your name Israel. You will struggle with man and G-d and will overcome. You will be

able to solve your problems.

Jacob different than all other Patriarchs. They couldn't keep their children. Abraham
is known as oo He's a mountain, a beacon. A goal to achieve. Not everyone
can achieve it. In our day let the Rabbi, Cantor do it. Not always effective. Isaac
known as =3 a field. A field to be productive must be plowed, sowed,
reaped. Isaac worked at his religion. He concentrated on it. He wanted a mystical
© experience but he was blind to everything else. He was only interested. in hr,t) area.

He didn't communicate to well. Not with wife or sons. He didn't succeed in passing
tradition to family. Jacob known as \3\' D . A home he knew that his strength
cn;me from his home, his family. He could overcome everything but only if he was tied.

If he was hobbled, tied to family institutioms, etc.

The Rabbis Rashbom say that Jacob really wanted to run away when he crossed the river.
’I'hat'rs the way he faced all his problems. When trouble with Esau he ran away. When

had trouble with Loban he ran away. Now, too, he was the king of rumnning but he
couldn’t. He had to solve his problems. When ran from Esau at first he was alone.

When he ran from Lobon, ran with family. He knew that if he faced Esau with his family
he would prevail. A Jew has to be lame, he has to be hobbled if he is to succeed. Too
many people think they can solve their problems alome. They can't. Our psychiatric
words are full of them. We need a loving family. With them we can overcome everything.
Story of woman with new mink. Son says, "Do you realize how much an animal had to suffer
to make that coat?” "Stop talking bad about your father."

When family works together can overcome everything.
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